
3. Waiver Process  

3.1 Submitting a Request for Waiver 

Any agency may apply for a waiver by submitting a Request for Waiver. 

The Request for Waiver should include the following information: 

 Agency name:  

o Office of the Chief Information Officer 

 Name, title, and contact information for the agency contact person regarding the request:  

o Tom Rolfes, Education I.T. Manager, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969 

 Title of the NITC Standards and Guidelines document at issue: 

o 7-104 (1.4) Web Domain Name Standard 

 Description of the problem or issue 

o 7-104 (1.4) Domains other than nebraska.gov and ne.gov may be purchased but 

cannot serve content or be publicly promoted.  

o ‘.net’ is the top-level domain reserved for organizations involved in networking 

technologies, and is specifically used by state and regional education networks, 

although not exclusively (e.g. Verizon.net). Of the 42 statewide education 

networks associated with Internet2, 21 of the 42 (50%) use the .net domain 

naming convention as their publicly advertised URL (see attached list). By 

comparison, ‘.org’ includes 9 of the 42 networks, and ‘.gov’ includes only 6 of the 

42. 

 Description of the agency's preferred solution, including a listing of the specific 

requirement(s) for which a waiver is requested 

o The preferred solution is to indefinitely maintain www.networknebraska.net as 

the publicly promoted URL for the Network Nebraska website or for as long as 

Standard 7-104 and the Network Nebraska project/network exists.  

o In order to prevent the unwanted exploitation of Network Nebraska-related URLs, 

www.networknebraska.net, www.networknebraska.org, 

www.networknebraska.com, and www.networknebraska.gov (if sought and 

approved), have been purchased and would all redirect to 

http://networknebraska.ne.gov 
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 Any additional information and justification showing good cause for the requested waiver 

o http://www.networknebraska.net/  is the primary source for content for the 

Nebraska statewide education network, while http://www.cio.nebraska.gov/ is the 

statewide network source for information for state and local governments and 

http://csn.nebraska.edu/ is the statewide network information source for the four 

campuses of the University of Nebraska and county extension. 

o While the Office of the CIO is the agency primarily responsible for the Network 

Nebraska website development and web hosting, 100% of the funding for the web 

development and maintenance of the website originates with the 275 entities that 

fund the project, and their preference, as communicated through the Network 

Nebraska Advisory Group, is to preserve www.networknebraska.net as the 

publicly promoted URL. 

o The Collaborative Aggregation Partnership, at their June 18 meeting, 

unanimously agreed to have Tom Rolfes submit a proposal for a waiver of 

Standard 7-104. 

 

Requests should be submitted via email: ocio.nitc@nebraska.gov 
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STATEWIDE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION NETWORKS
Domain Names Research (5/22/2014) .edu .gov .net .org .us

1 ALABAMA Alabama Research and Education Network (AREN) http://www.asc.edu/network/ 1

2 ALASKA Alaska distance education Consortium (ADEC) http://akdec.org/ 1

3 ARIZONA 

4 ARKANSAS Arkansas Research and Education Optical Network (ARE-ON) http://www.areon.net/ 1

5 CALIFORNIA Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California (CENIC) http://www.cenic.org 1

6 COLORADO EagleNet http://www.co-eaglenet.net/ 1

7 CONNECTICUT Connecticut Education Network (CEN) http://cen.ct.gov 1

DELAWARE

8 FLORIDA Florida Lambda Rail (FLR) http://www.flrnet.org/ 1

9 GEORGIA PeachNet http://www.usg.edu/peachnet/ 1

10 HAWAII Hawaii Research and Education Network (HREN) http://www.doe.hawaii.edu/hren/ 1

11 IDAHO Idaho Education Network (IEN) http://www.ien.idaho.gov/ 1

12 ILLINOIS Illinois Century Network (ICN) http://illinois.net/ 1

13 INDIANA Indiana's Optical Network (I-Light) http://ilight.net 1

14 IOWA Iowa Communications Network (ICN) http://icn.iowa.gov/ 1

15 KANSAS Kansas Research and Education Network (KanREN) http://www.kanren.net/ 1

16 KENTUCKY Kentucky Regional Optical Network (KyRON) http://kyron.ky.gov/ 1

17 LOUISIANA Louisiana Optical Network Initiative (LONI) http://www.loni.org/ 1

18 MAINE Maine Research and Education Network (MaineREN)  http://www.maineren.net/ 1

19 MARYLAND Maryland Research and Education Network (MDREN) http://www.mdren.net/ 1

20 MASSACHUSETTS Massachusetts Education Consortium Network (MECnet) http://www.additionnetworks.net/ 1

21 MICHIGAN Michigan Educational Research Information Triad (MERIT) http://www.merit.edu/ 1

22 MINNESOTA Technology and Information Education Services (TIES)  http://ties.k12.mn.us/ 1

MISSISSIPPI

23 MISSOURI Missouri Research and Education Network (MOREnet) http://www.more.net/ 1

MONTANA

24 NEBRASKA Network Nebraska (NN) http://www.networknebraska.net 1

NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE

25 NEW JERSEY New Jersey Research and Education Network (NJEdge.Net) http://www.njedge.net/ 1

26 NEW MEXICO New Mexico Council for Higher Ed Computing and Communications Services (CHECS) http://www.checs.net/ 1

27 NEW YORK New York State Education and Research Network (NYSERNet) http://www.nysernet.org/ 1

28 NORTH CAROLINA North Carolina Research and Education Network (NCREN) http://www.mcnc.org 1

29 NORTH DAKOTA North Dakota Statewide Technology Access for Government and Education Network (STAGEnet) http://www.stagenet.nd.gov/ 1

30 OHIO Ohio Academic Resources Network (OARnet) http://oar.net 1

31 OKLAHOMA Oklahoma Network (OneNet) http://www.onenet.net/ 1

32 OREGON Network for Education and Research in Oregon (NERO) http://www.nero.net 1

33 PENNSYLVANIA Mid-Atlantic Gigapop in Philadelphia for Internet2 (MAGPI) http://magpi.net 1

34 RHODE ISLAND Ocean State Higher Education and Administrative Network (OSHEAN) http://www.oshean.org/ 1

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH DAKOTA

35 TENNESSEE Tennessee Broadband Network Initiative (NetTN) http://www.nettn.net/ 1

36 TEXAS Lonestar Education and Research Network (LEARN) http://www.tx-learn.org 1

37 UTAH Utah Education Network (UEN) http://www.uen.org/ 1

38 VERMONT Learning Network of Vermont (LNV) http://www.learn.vermont.gov/ 1

39 VIRGINIA Network Virginia http://www.networkvirginia.net 1

40 WASHINGTON Washington K-20 Network http://www.wa-k20.net/ 1

41 WEST VIRGINIA West Virginia NETWORK http://www.wvnet.edu/ 1

42 WISCONSIN Wisconsin Network (WiscNet) http://wiscnet.net/ 1

WYOMING

5 6 20 9 1

.edu .gov .net .org .us
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June 24,201,4

Walter Weir, Chair

NITC Technical Panel

Varner Hall

3835 Holdrege Street
Lincoln, NE 68583

Walter:

As co-chairs of the Network Nebraska Education Advisory Group, we support the request for a waiver

from NtTC 7-LO4: Web Domain Name standard for Network Nebraska.

The Network Nebraska domain is currently "networknebraska.net," which is appropriate for our

infrastructure organization. This has been our domain for the life of Network Nebraska and our

members identify with that name. The ".net" domain designation was one of the original top-level

domains and was intended for organizations involved with networking. At this time, 50% of statewide

networks in the U.S. are .net andL4% are .gov.

Network Nebraska-Education is managed by the Office of the CIO for the State of Nebraska and by the

University of Nebraska for the benefit of the educational entities who fund the network. The Network

Nebraska web site could be part of state government or it could be part of the University of Nebraska,

but as an entity entirely funded by member educational institutions, we feel it is important to have a

domain separate from the State of Nebraska and from the University of Nebraska.

We urge you and the Technical Panel to approve the request for a waiver from the Web Domain Name

Standard for Network Nebraska.

Respectfu lly subm itted,

&;*L !e*"*+- s4'!
Stritt

Co-chair
Distance Education
Network lnformation
ESU 10

Deb Schroeder
Co-chair
Assistant Vice Chancellor

I nformation Technology

University of Nebraska at KearneY




